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OVERVIEW
Women and girls are mostly affected by GBV, and globally at least one third of all women have
been exposed to violence in an intimate relationship, but also men and boys can be subjected
to GBV. Regardless, the violence is linked to gender inequalities and norms for gender. Most
commonly GBV occurs in the family, but it also takes place at other arenas in society, private
and public.
As in all war-torn societies, women suffer disproportionately. Afghanistan is no different, it is
still ranked as the worst place in the world to be a woman. Violence against women and girls in
the Afghanistan is a major health and human-rights challenge and a burning issue, from which
many suffer on daily basis, but lips are silent to raise voices to put an end to it to secure the
precious lives of the fair-gender. This issue starts at very early stage, from infancy through
childhood, adolescence and adulthood, adulthood through old age and continues till their
departure from the surface of the earth. Women are generally subjected to physical and
psychological abuse in Afghanistan. Scenes of violence are on regularly and too frequently both
witnessed and experienced by women, most often within their own home. Such violence
includes physical, sexual and psychological violence, which is committed within the home and
the home community. In some cases, women are driven to seek safe haven centers to escape
high or extreme levels of family violence.
According to the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission’s report, a total of 3,477
cases of violence against women have been recorded in the first ten months of 2020. As per the
report, the most common type of violence against women is physical which happens in
different forms.
The report specified that of these: 1,241 cases were of physical violence against women which included beating, mutilation,
injuring and forced labor;
 130 cases of sexual violence against women (the gravest of which were 23 cases of rape);
 1,120 cases of verbal or mental violence against women;
 601 cases of economic violence which involved cases of depriving women of their
inheritance, not providing alimony (nafaqa) or bread and butter or square meal, no role in
family expenditures, selling their belongings (like jewelry) without their consent, and
preventing them from work; and
 385 cases of ousting from home, forced marriage, early marriage, no role in choosing a
spouse, giving them in Badal or exchanging women, preventing women and girls from going
to school.
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16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AGAINST GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence is an international campaign to
challenge violence against women and girls. The campaign runs every year from 25 November,
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, to 10 December, Human
Rights Day. It was initiated in 1991 by the first Women's Global Leadership Institute, held by
the Center for Women's Global Leadership (CWGL) at Rutgers University.
Since 1991, more than 6,000 organizations from approximately 187 countries have participated
in the campaign. Theme for 2020 international Human rights day is recover better. Every year,
the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence Campaign either introduces a new
theme, or continues an old theme. The theme focuses on one particular area of gender
inequality and works to bring attention to these issues and make changes that will have an
impact. The Center for Women's Global Leadership sends out a "Take Action Kit" every year,
detailing how participants can get involved and campaign in order to make a change.
The GAC WVL Project Team reached out to WHMO as a women’s rights organization, and
requested to conduct any 16 Days of Activism events marking this campaign in Nangarhar,
Kuner, Khost and Takhar provinces. In response
to the request Human Rights Watch and Media
Organization (WHMO) launched a campaign
named and tilted as “A world free of Gender
Violence is so beautiful, let’s experience it” to
end Violence against Women campaign in the
four provinces where WHMO works.
The campaign comprised of radio talk shows
which were arranged and broadcasted in
collaboration through partner local radio
stations. The programs have been broadcasted by holding panel discussions in the talk shows to
“highlight the issue of violence against women in Afghanistan and to promote the importance
& significance of 16 Days of activism against Gender-based Violence”.
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The programs organized by WHMO and the talk shows broadcasted in the aforementioned
provinces on this special eve of International Day for the Elimination of Violence against
Women were follows and can be seen on WHMO you tube channel on the links mentioned
below:

Broadcasted Radio Talk Shows on 16 Days of activism against
Gender-based Violence
PD-1
PD-2
PD-3
PD-4

https://youtu.be/DtxwvKwqMq8
https://youtu.be/sqfs3rz-o_g
https://youtu.be/vBv2cMtKmF8
https://youtu.be/dtgCmK11eK8

Takhar Province
Kuner Province
Khost Province
Nangarhar province

These talk shows organized by WHMO focused on
ending gender-based violence (GBV) and ensuring
women’s and girls’ security in Afghanistan.
Moreover, it was emphasized in the shows that men
and women both should have equal rights, life
prospects and opportunities in every walk of life,
and the power to shape their own lives and contribute to society on equal footing.
An article on this occasion was also got printed and published new letter in the Hewad
Newsletter:House # 1, Str. 3, Khoshal Khan Road, Opposite Kabul University of Education (Shahid
Burhanuddin Rabbani), District 5, Kabul, Afghanistan
E-mail: info@whmo.org; Tel: +93 (0) 775732475; Web: www.whmo.org

House # 1, Str. 3, Khoshal Khan Road, Opposite Kabul University of Education (Shahid
Burhanuddin Rabbani), District 5, Kabul, Afghanistan
E-mail: info@whmo.org; Tel: +93 (0) 775732475; Web: www.whmo.org

